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States Report on the Application OA No.142/2021, Notice of Hearing in Suo 

Moto: Regarding the News item published in the Hindu, Dated. 29.05.2021, 

Titled: “Night, early Morning trains cause most elephant death” 

 (1 It is humbly submitted that in Tamil Nadu side, the railway tracks (two 

tracks) from Coimbatore (Pothanur) to Palakkad are passing through Boluvampatti 

Block I reserve forest. The two tracks separates at 504 kms and track A enters the 

Reserve Forest between 506 - 507 kms and the distance is about 1.5 km and exists 

the reserve forest at 508 kms. Track B enters the Reserve Forest at 505 A kms and 

exist at 506 A and 507 kms, that is about 2.5 kms. The elephant habitat is about 

200sq.kms lies between track A & B. Hence, the elephant cross track A & B 

frequently and are subject to risk of train hits. The elephants are also crossing the 

railway tracks inside & outside forest areas in their attempts to raid agricultural 

crops raised by farmers.  

 (2 It is submitted that the statistic regarding the elephant deaths in the last 

five years (from 2016 to 2021 as follows. 

(a) During 2016 (20.06.2016), one female elephant was killed at 1.00 am 

due to train collision in track B near Dharmalingeshwarar temple near 

Ettimadai Station (outside the forest area). 

 (b) During 2016 (29.07.2016), one female elephant was killed at 6.00 am 

due to the train accident in track B,  inside forest area. 

 (c) During 2021, (15.03.2021) one male elephant was injured 1.20 am due to 

the train accident in track B near Kerala - Tamilnadu border area that is outside the 

forest area. This elephant died on 18.03.2021. 

 As mentioned above, 2 out of 3 elephants have died on the railway line 

outside the forest area. Only one elephant died inside the forest area. 



 

 (3 It is submitted that the above deaths statistic has concluded that most of 

the accidents were took place on the railway line B which passes through 

Boluvampatti Block I Reserve Forests, Solokkarai Beat, Madhukarai Range in 

Coimbatore Forest Division. Track B has one acute curve. The visibility of animals 

on the track in the curve is poor to the loco pilots. For this complication some 

elephants were hit by loco while crossing the tracks. Track B runs for 2.5 km into 

the reserve forest.  Most of the length is laid by raising the path with steep slopes 

on both sides.  Elephants are facing difficulty either to ascend or decend. When the 

train arrives, the elephants find difficulty in getting down from the track. Hence 

after the last incident which was happened on 29th July of 2016, the forest 

department established a ramp like a structure across the track B in either side at 

505/4 point. After two more such ramps were also established across the B track, 

one at 506A/1 and another at 506 A/4. This give clear visibility when elephants 

cross the railway track, and the ramp also facilitate the animals to cross the track 

easily.  

 (4 It is submitted that five Track watchers / Anti-depredation watchers are 

deputed round the clock to monitor the animal movement in Railway lines            

“A & B”. As soon as they sight an elephant in the railway track, the location of the 

animal will be given to the railway authorities who in turn will alert the Loco Pilots 

immediately to minimize the train speed in the vulnerable stretch.   

 (5 It is submitted that a watch tower has been constructed near the curve 

during 2016-17 to monitor the movement of elephants. When the loco travels along 

the railway line B, the railway staff are alerted by track watchers who stationed at 

watch tower to slow down the speed of train and blow the horns when any 

elephants are spotted on the track. 



   

 (6 It is submitted that a percolation pond was also been formed before the 

Railway line “B” for providing water for animals to minimize the movement of 

animals to cross the Railway line “B”.  

 (7 It is submitted that a Whatsapp group (Railway & Forests) comprising 

the staff of Kerala and Tamil Nadu State Forest Department and Railway 

Department has been created. If there are any elephants or other wildlife near the 

two railway lines, the staff will immediately post the details to the Whatsapp 

group.  The other staff immediately will go to the spot and drive the animal away 

from the tracks. 

 (8 It is submitted that recently a letter dated 22.03.2021 was written to the 

Divisional Railway Manager, Palakkad Division by the District Forest Officer, 

Coimbatore, regarding the compliance with the suggestions relating to the 

operation of trains at night as previously agreed by railway department in various 

Joint Meetings. The reply to this letter has been received from Divisional Railway 

Manager, Palakkad Division on 05.05.2021 (copies enclosed. 

 (9 Therefore, I humbly submit that the above precautionary steps are being 

taken to prevent accidents caused by trains while crossing the Elephants on these 

two railway lines. 

 Therefore I most humbly pray before this Hon’ble NGT, Principal Bench to 

consider this status report. 

 

 






